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Synopsis

In the Beginning Was a Word opens the reader to the ideas of how we as humanity understand
sacred scripture, and how this understanding can enable humanity to build a World Commonwealth.
To add to our comprehension is the Bahai Faith, helping to bring about such a World
Commonwealth where all of humanity will live in peace. In chapters 19, author John Hatcher
discusses how language is used by the Manifestations (or Prophets) of God, and helps humankind
to become more spiritual. There is an exploration of the major differences between literal and
symbolic interpretations of scripture, and what is meant by the phrase Word of God and how this
Word can transform society. Chapters 1012 delve into topics such as the difference between direct
and indirect language in sacred scriptures, how words from the Dispensation of one Manifestation
lead to the Covenant of that one Manifestation and then prophesy the coming of the subsequent

Manifestation, as well as the history of the central figures of the Bahai Faith.
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Customer Reviews

In The Beginning Was A Word by John S HatcherViewing reality, physical and metaphysical as one
integrated whole and how they inter-relate and seeing and understanding human history unfold
through the lens of a divinely inspired panoply of intelligent design is impressive and inspiring. John
has done a great service to those of us who want to make sense of human history as a series of
inspirations and interventions by an All-Loving Providence to propel mankind to its ultimate destiny
A¢A A« the establishment of a spiritual civilization that will nurture and promote the individual, the

community and the establishment of institutionA¢A A™s to facilitate and maintain that process.He



has reminded us very powerfully that we are truly spiritual beings having a human experience and
are involved in a great workshop on this planet to fulfill the ultimate goals in life: know and love our
Creator, acquire divine attributes and carry forward an ever-advancing civilization.Dr. Hatcher has
masterfully woven a tapestry for us to appreciate this ongoing unfolding of the divine plan in our
lives. He has answered many questions for us to make sense of the purpose of our lives individually
and collectively and empowered us with tools to effect the transformation necessary to contribute to
the realization of the long held vision of creating a divine civilization through systematic exposure to
the Word of God.Dr. Jay R Miller
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